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Summary and Disclaimer

Primarily using the United States Fish and Wildlife Service' s searchable internet
database, http://fa.r9.fws.gov/rofwrg/, 80 citations were collected and listed in this
abridged bibliography on the subject of lead and wildlife. The intent of this document is
to provide basic information for public dissemination and awareness purposes, and will
not be sold. Itisnot acomprehensive list of papers on the subject of lead and wildlife,
nor isit acomprehensive list of species affected by environmental lead. Instead itisa
“cross section” of the literature showing along list of papers, which describe somehow or
another how our wildlife is affected by lead poisoning.

Birds are apparently exposed to environmental lead more so than other classes of

animals, however, mammals amphibians, and fish have also been exposed. Game birds
aswdl as non-game birds are affected. Through various ecological pathways, not
described here, many species of wildlife have been reported affected by this contaminant.
Some of the common names of wildlife species affected by lead historically and presently
include: Wood Duck, Ring-necked Duck, Northern pintail, Mottled Duck, Blue-winged
Teal, Merganser, Eider, Canada Geese, Snow Geese, Trumpeter Swan, Mute Swan,
Brown Pelicans, Gull species, Tern species, Heron species, Sandhill Cranes, Rail species,
Common Loon, Grouse and Quail species, Woodcock, Rock Dove, Mourning Dove, Bald
Eagles, California Condors, Turkey Vultures, Red-tailed Hawks, Sharp-shinned Hawks,
American Kestrels and other falcons, Owls, Cattle, Deer, Squirrels, Raccoons, Fur seals,
Bats, Turtles, Frogs, and Rainbow Trout. Essentially any animal that ingests lead will be
affected and may subsequently die. Though this document does not deal with the causes
or affects of lead poisoning in humans, it isimportant to point out that we are not immune
to this contaminant any more than our wildlifeis.
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